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This assessment was prepared to help a church identify ten
core areas of health and sustainability. Researchers from four
universities and seminaries objectively evaluated the language,
wording, and methodology of the assessment to ensure validity
in the results. The answers you provide will correspond to
the description found in the answer sheet that will help your
church effectively minister for several generations rather than
dwindle away after the currently active generation.

\. S

Instructions: Answer honestly and select the

answer that most closely describes your church. J\/f\—/\//\—/\/i\—

1. What percentage of your church families focus on spiritual development/
discipleship only at church?
O Most everyone or everyone
O More than half
O Less than half
U Almost none or none

2. To what extent do the parents or grandparents have the ability to find Scripture
passages to answer or advise about life questions?
O Mostcan
O About half can
O Most cannot

3. How often do your students/teens drop out of your church (not attend church
anymore) as they grow older?
O Most of the time
U More than half the time
O Less than half the time
O  Almost never
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4. To what extent does your church help parents of prodigals?
O Does not intentionally help
O  Prays for these parents and prodigals

O Actively tries to reach prodigals, which may include providing tools
or resources to help the parents

5. How often do the various ages (adults, teens, or children) in your church have
the opportunity to join together in ministry activities, such as service projects, or
other ministries?

O Almost never
O Sometimes
O Often

6. To what extent does your church have an intentional discipleship plan for all
ages both in church and home?
O Intentional for church led classes/small groups
O Intentional for helping parents and kids at home
U Intentional for both of the above
O Not very intentional

7. Regarding the ministries of the church, how often does the pastor or staff
handle most of the work alone?

Most of the time

Sometimes

Rarely

Never

oooo

8. How often does the church provide a tool to help parents or grandparents
continue to talk about the lesson/sermon and continue teaching the scriptural
truth at home?

O Most of the time

O Sometimes
O Rarely

O Never
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9. What portion of your church classes or groups emphasize outreach/evangelism
versus spiritual growth/discipleship?

Most or all on outreach/evangelism

Most or all on teaching/discipleship

Good balance of both regularly occur

Do not offer multiple classes or groups

oooo

10. When choosing a curriculum for discipling small groups, LifeGroups, or
Sunday School, does your church . . . ?

Allow people to teach without curriculum or only from Scripture

Buy from multiple curriculum providers

Both of the above

None of the above

Buy one curriculum from one source

D000 0

11. What percentage of the parents in your church knows how to have routine
deeper conversations with their children and/or teenagers?
U Mostorall
O More than half
O Less than half
U None

12. How many active members of your church can identify at least one ongoing
successful method used by the church to reach the community?
O  Most
O More than half
O Less than half
O None

13. What is the closest description of the ages/generations that represent your
church?

Mostly grandparents

Mostly grandparents and children

Mostly grandparents, teens, and children

Mostly parents, teens, and children

Balance of grandparents, parents, teens, and children

Oo000
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14. What is the biggest influencer of your church’s children age five to twelve
years old?

TV

School

Friends

Online resources (social media, etc.)

Church

Parents

ooodooo

15. How much concern do you have about your children and teens NOT being
able to answer the hard questions in school about science, history, or social
norms from a bibilical perspective?

O Very concerned (that they cannot answer them)
O  Somewhat concerned (they might answer some of them)
O Not concerned (confident they can answer them)

16. To what extent do your staff or leaders write your weekly curriculum?
O Our staff/leaders write all of our weekly curriculum
O Some of our staff/leaders write some of our weekly curriculum
O Our church purchases all curriculum and staff/leaders invest time in people

17. What percentage of lessons in small groups, LifeGroups, and Sunday School
appear to focus ONLY on gaining knowledge, without providing sufficient
opportunities to analyze and incorporate the information into people’s lives?

a Al

O  Most
O Some
O  None

18. When the church is in need of change, how frequently does the pastor make
the decision alone and then inform the congregation after the decision is
already made, rather than engage the church to help them see and adopt
the change?

O Most of the time
O Sometimes
O Rarely or never
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19. How often does the church provide parents with a tool (questions, activities,
etc.) to continue discipleship at home?

Never

Sometimes

Often

Always

cooo

20. To what extent do families in your church make life decisions based upon
biblical principles?

Never

Sometimes

Often

Always

(M

a
a

21. How frequently do the church’s teachers of children or teens spend time with
the student’s parent(s) to encourage them to discuss the lesson at home?
O Weekly
O Quarterly
O Onceayear
U Notatall

22. How many of the parents in your church feel some guilt over their prodigal
kids?

Most

More than half

Less than half

Very few

ocoodo

23. How many members of your church have been led through some type of
spiritual gifts evaluation or given assistance in discovering where they
can most effectively serve?

Almost all or all

Many

Few

None

ocooo
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24. If your church offers multiple small groups, LifeGroups, or Sunday School
classes, what proportion of these groups are designed to reach/evangelize
versus teach/disciple?

Most or all teach/disciple regular members

Most or all reach/evangelize un-churched or non Christ followers

Both regularly occur

Neither regularly occur

We do not offer multiple classes or groups

Co00D

25. How often does the pastor connect with the congregation by communicating
vulnerability and imperfection from the pulpit?

O  Regularly
O Occasionally
O Never

26. How often do the teachers, leaders, or pastor help parents learn ways to
connect on a deeper level with their children?
O Frequently
O Sometimes
U Rarely
O Never

27. Who do the members of your church see as the person championing (casting
vision and direction for) family ministry?

Not sure

Staff or volunteers champion their own area

Family minister (if applicable)

Pastor (lead pastor or senior pastor)

oco0do

28. How often do parents accompany students/teens from your church on service
projects or mission trips?
O  Always
U Sometimes
O Never
U We do not do service projects or missin trips
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29. How frequently do families in the church hear sermons about parents and
grandparents actively developing their kids and grand kids spiritually?
O Never
O usually on Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and special days
O  Regularly

30. Which of the following principles of change does the pastor use to lead and
facilitate change? (This is the only question where you CHECK ALL THAT
APPLY))

Helps people see the need for change

Communicates the value and advantage of the change

Appoints a group/committee to establish a plan for the change

Enables and allows the group/committee to influence others

Celebrates the change and wins with everyone

Is patient to allow cultural changes to occur over time

ocoodopod
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SCORING INSTRUCTIONS

By answering all 30 questions, you will now discover how well you
are doing on each area of generational discipleship covered in the
book The DNA of D6: Building Blocks for Generational Discipleship.
Transfer your answers to the scoring matrix below to help assess
your church’s strengths as well as places for improvement. This
transfer will require some careful attention to detail to ensure
accuracy with the aligned score sheet. Add the numbers to see your
results. The questions are aligned in groups of three pulled from
specific chapters, (e.g., questions 2, 15, and 17 all indicate how well
your families are in preparing kids with a biblical worldview from
chapter 4). If you score lower on these three questions or any of
the other groupings, you will be able to review that specific topic
or area by looking in the corresponding chapter and discover
recommendations and resources to see improvements.

Go to DNA of D6 Generational Discipleship Assessment Scoring
Matrix.
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SCORING MATRIX

DNA of De Generational Disciplship Assessment

Instructions: The following questions are NOT in
numerical order but are now grouped for scoring. Make sure
you match the right set of answers to the right questions. Beside
each set of answers, you will find points earned depending on
which answer you selected. Give yourself the points beside
the answer and then add the group of three together for
your score. There are three categories of measurement:
Dying - At Risk - Healthy. While the first one may sound
harsh, without healthy generational discipleship, you are
either one or one and a half generations from ceasing to
exist. See example.
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goal - disciple parents to connect to kids

The Unseen Staff Member

10. When choosing a curriculum for disci-
gllng small groups, LifeGroups, or Sunday
chool, does your church?

curriculum or only from Scripture
Buy from mu|t|p|e curriculum providers
Both of the above
EI Buy one curriculum from one source
QUESTION 6
6. To what extent does your church have an intentional
19. To what extent do your staff or leaders write your
weekly curriculum?
Some stafffleaders write some of our weekly curriculum
Our church purchases all curriculum and staff/
leaders invest time in people

O Intentional for in church classes/or
small groups done in homes
Intentional for helping parents & kids at home

Intentional for both of the above
EI Not very intentional

QUESTION 16

Allow people to teach without
2' None of the above
discipleship plan for all ages both in church and home?
2 % Our staffleaders write all of our weekly curriculum

ADD ALL THREE - RESULTS GO HERE

Add all three questions points
together and put in box to the left.
Mark that number on scale below to
see results.

scale of proqgress
| dying at rEk healthy |
1 2 3 4|s 6@8 o 10 11 12

v Vv
To grow new classes means finding new teachers and the
new teachers need the comfort of being able to teach lessons.
You need to know that they will teach material within the
boundaries and goals of your church. This requires a curricu-
lum that enables growth of classes and the people within the
classes. Keep your team focusing on relationships.
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- See chapter 8 of The DNA of D6 for more insight
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goal - use the power of parental influence

1/168: Flawed Fraction or Ministry Multiplier

What is the biggest influencer of your
crdu;ch’s children age five to twelve years
old?

TV

School
Friends
Online resources (social media, etc.)
Church
Parents

QUESTION 1

What percentage of your church families
focus on spiritual development/discipleship
only at church?

O Most everyone or everyone
More than half

O Less than half

O Almost none or none

QUESTION 19

How often does the church provide parents with
a tool (questions, activities, efc.) to continue
discipleship at home?

O Never

O  Sometimes

Q Often

O Always

ADD ALL THREE - RESULTS GO HERE

ooo0oo

Add all three questions points
together and put in box to the left.
Mark that number on scale below to
see results.

scale of progress

dying at risk healthy

1 2 3 415 6 7 89 10 11 12
v v

All the research points to the fact that the number one influ-

encer (for good or bad) are the parents of the kids. If the church
intends to change the culture, it will equip and train parents to
coach their kids spiritually. Owning one’s faith cannot happen

one hour a week. Parents are your ministry multipliers to help
during the other 167 hours.

— See chapter 2 of The DNA of D6 for more insight
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goal - family equipping is a biblical priority
D6 Goes Beyond Deuteronomy 6

What is the closest description of the ages/
generations that represent your church?

Mostly grandparents

Mostly grandparents and children
MostIY grandparents, teens, and children
Mostly parents, teens, and children
Balance of grandparents, parents,
teens, and children

QUESTION 29

How frequently do families in the church hear
sermons about parents and grandparents
actively developing their kids and grandkids
spiritually?

oooood

O Never
O Usually on Mother's Day, Father's day & special days
O Regularly

QUESTION 20

To what extent would families in your church make life
decisions hased upon biblical principles?
Never
O Sometimes
O Often
O Most of the time

ADD ALL THREE - RESULTS GO HERE

Add all three questions points
together and put in box to the left.
Mark that number on scale below to
see results.

scale of progress

dying at risk healthy

1 2 3 45 6 7 8|19 10 11 12
v v

Scripture teaches the power of generational discipleship and
parental influence from Genesis to Revelation. Sermons and
lessons help both parents and grandparents not only know

they should connect but show them how. When needs are met
families feel empowered and confident to connect and that helps
churches become healthy.

— See chapter 3 of The DNA of D6 for more insight
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j0al - equip families with biblical worldview

Biblical Worldview & Battleships

What percenta%e of lessons in small groups,
LifeGroups, or Sunday School appear to focus
ONLY on gaining knowledge without providing
sufficient opportunities to analyze and incorpo-
%te trls”information into people’s lives?

O Most
O Some
None

QUESTION 2

To what extent do the Parents or grandparents have
the ability to find Scripture passages that provide an
answer or advise about life questions?

O  Mostcan
O About half can
O Most cannot

QUESTION 15

How much concern do you have about the children

and teens in your church NOT being able to answer
the hard questions in school about science, history,
or social norms from a hiblical perspective?
a Very Concerned (thex cannot answer them)
O Somewhat concemned Jt ey might not answer them)
O Not concemed (confident they can answer them

ADD ALL THREE - RESULTS GO HERE

Add all three questions points
together and put in box to the left.
Mark that number on scale below to
see results.

scale of progress

dying at risk healthy

1 2 3 4]5 6 7 8|19 10 11 12
v v
Can the middle or high school students answer tough questions
challenging the reliability of Scripture? Can their parents? Regu-
lar sermons and lessons should build confidence in all ages to
build a strong biblical worldview.

— See chapter 4 of The DNA of D6 for more insight
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0oal - not silo ministries in church

The One-Eared Mickey Mouse

How frequently do the teachers of children
or teens in your church spend time with
the student’s parent(s) to encourage them
to discuss the lesson at home?

O Weekly

O Quarterly
Once a year

O Notatall

QUESTION 28

How often do parents accompany students/
teens from your church on service projects or
mission trips?

Q Always

O Sometimes

Q  Never o L
O We do not do service projects or mission trips

QUESTION 3

How often do your students/teens drop out of church
(not attend church anymore) as they grow older?

O Most of the time

O More than half the time
O Less than half the time
O Almost never

ADD ALL THREE - RESULTS GO HERE

Add all three questions points
together and put in box to the left.
Mark that number on scale below to
see results.

scale of progress

dying at risk healthy

1 2 3 4|5 6 7 8]9 10 11 12
v
Family ministry is generational discipleship and values every
generation and how they can teach each other. Healthy church-
es look for places for adults to help teach younger generations
in more ways than in a teaching role. Healthy church see the
generational gaps and are willing to change and work hard to fix
it. Health is about selfless generations.
- See chapter 5 of The DNA of D6 for more insight
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1goal - helping pastor lead in family ministry

The Senior Pastor Complex

QUESTION 22

How many of the parents in your church
feel some guilt over their prodigal kids?

Most

More than half
Less than half
Very few

QUESTION 25

How often does the pastor connect with the
congregation by communicating vulnerability
and imperfection from the pulpit?

Q Regularly
O  Occasionally
Never

LoD0

QUESTION 4

To what extent does your church help parents of
prodigals?
O Doesnotintentionally help
Q3 Prays for these parents and prodigals
O Actively tries to reach prodigals, which may
include providing tools or resources to help the parents

ADD ALL THREE - RESULTS GO HERE

Add all three questions points
together and put in box to the left.
Mark that number on scale below to
see results.

scale of progress

dying at risk healthy

1 2 3 4|5 6 7 8|9 10 11 12
v v
Senior pastors’ kids are often grown. Pastors often feel they
have not succeeded as a parent to raise Christ-following kids
who still serve Him. Therefore these pastors do not feel they can
champion family ministry. The parents in church are struggling
and need the openness of even imperfect pastors trying to help
them.
- See chapter 6 of The DNA of D6 for more insight
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goal - staff for family discipleship

Staffing for a D6 Church

How many members of your church have been led
through some type of spiritual gifts evaluation or
given assistance in discovering where they can most
effectively serve?

O Almost all or all
a Many

d Few

Q  None

QUESTION 5

How often do the various ages (adults, teens,
and/or children) in your church have the opportu-
nity to join together in ministry activities such as
service projects or other ministries?

O  Almost never

O Sometimes

O Often

QUESTION 27

Who do the members of your church see as
the person championing (casting vision and
direction for) family ministry?

O Notsure

O  Staff or volunteer champion their own area
O Family Minister (if applicable

O Pastor, (senior pastor or lead pastor)

ADD ALL THREE - RESULTS GO HERE

Add all three questions points
together and put in box to the left.
Mark that number on scale below to
see results.

scale of progress
dying at risk healthy
1 2 3 4|5 6 7 8|9 10 11 12

Staffing your church with the ministry leaders or volunteers will
greatly determine what is accomplished. Even the best leaders
misunderstand how to lead and structure your team for success-
ful family ministry. Put people in the right spot and give them
specific direction to help both parents and kids in all ministries.

- See chapter 7 of The DNA of D6 for more insight
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goal - disciple parents to connect to kids

The Unseen Staff Member

When choosing a curriculum for discipling
small groups, LifeGroups, or Sunday School,
does your church...?

Allow people to teach without
curriculum or only from Scripture
Buy from multiple curriculum providers
Both of the above

None of the above

Buy one curriculum from one source

QUESTION 6

To what extent does your church have an intentional
discipleship plan for all ages both in church and home?

O Intentional for church led classes/
small groups ,

O Intentional for helping parents & kids at home

Q Intentional for both of the above

O Not very intentional

QUESTION 16

oooo

To what extent does your staff or leaders write
your weekly curriculum?
O Ourstaffleaders write all of our weekly curriculum
Q3 Some of our stafleaders write some of our weeklx curriculum
Q) Our church purchases all curriculum and staff!
leaders invest time in people

ADD ALL THREE - RESULTS GO HERE

Add all three questions points
together and put in box to the left.
Mark that number on scale below to
see results.

scale of proqgress
dying at risk healthy

1 2 3 4|5 6 7 8|9 10 11 12
v v

To grow new classes means finding new teachers and the new
teachers need the comfort of being able to teach lessons. You

need to know that they will teach material within the boundaries

and goals of your church. This requires a curriculum that enables
growth of classes and the people within the classes. Keep your

team focusing on relationships.

— See chapter 8 of The DNA of D6 for more insight
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goal - halance outreach and discipleship

Reach and Teach Strategy

If P/our church offers multiple small groups,
LifeGroups, or Sunday School classes, what
proportion of these groups are designed to
reach/evangelize versus teach/disciple?

O Most or all teach/disciple reqular members

Most or all reachievangelize un-churched or non Christ-followers
Both regularly occur

Neither regularly occur

We do not offer multiple classes or groups

QUESTION 9

What portion of your church classes or groups
emphasize outreach/evangelism versus
spiritual growth/discipleship?

U Most or all on outreach/evangelism
O Most or all on spiritual growth/discipleship

U Good balance of both regularly occur
O Do not offer multiple classes or small groups

QUESTION 12

How many active members of your church can identify

at least one ongoing successful method, strategy, or

Eellcllce used hy the church to reach the community?
Most

O More than half

U Less than half

O None

ADD ALL THREE - RESULTS GO HERE

Oo0o0

Add all three questions points
together and put in box to the left.
Mark that number on scale below to
see results.

scale of progress

dying at risk healthy

1 2 3 45 6 7 8|19 10 11 12
v v
We all know that evangelism grows a church but few have the
gift. Use the hobbies and skills of your people for connection
groups that attract the unchurched and move them toward the
goal of being in a weekly discipleship small group. Use a small
group strategy to grow numerically and spiritually.

— See chapter 9 of The DNA of D6 for more insight
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- elp parents connect conversationally with thei ios

00d
Helping Parents Dive Deep

How often does the church provide a tool to hel
Farents or grandparents continue to talk about the
lesson/sermon and continue teaching the scriptural
truth at home? .

O Most of the time

Q Sometimes
O Rarely

O Never

QUESTION 11

What percentage of the parents in your church
knows how to have routine deeper level conversa-
tions with their children and/or teenagers?

O  Mostorall

O More than half

O Less than half
None

QUESTION 26

How often do the teachers, leaders, or pastor help
parents learn ways to connect on a deeper level with
their children?

Q Frequently

O  Sometimes

O Rarely

O Never

ADD ALL THREE - RESULTS GO HERE

Add all three questions points
together and put in box to the left.
Mark that number on scale below to
see results.

scale of progress

dying at risk healthy

1 2 3 415 6 7 8|9 10 11 12
v v

Parents find it pretty easy to have various levels of conversations with
their children but these conversations tend to diminish or cease when
their kids become teenagers. The parents would do anything to get that
connection back and the church can help. Teach them how to navigate
the fun to the more serious conversations that can become teachable
moments for everyone.
— See chapter 10 of The DNA of D6 for more insight
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- help leaders to help churches change

00a
Changing the Way People Think

Which of the following Frinciples of chan%e does the pastor
use folead and facilitate change? QTHIS S THE ONLY
QUESTION WHERE YOU CHECK ALL THAT APPLY,)

O Helps people see the need for change

O Communicates the value and advantage of the change
O Appontsa grouF/commlttee 1o establish a plan for the change
Q) Enables and allows the grouplcommittee to influence others
QO Celebrates the chan?e and wins with everyone

O I patient to allow cultural changes to occur over time

QUESTION 7

Regarding the ministries of the church, how
often does the pastor or staff handle most of
the work alone?

O Most of the time
O  Sometimes
O Rarely
O  Never

QUESTION 18

When the church is in need of change, how
frequently does the pastor make the decision
alone and then inform the congre%anon after the

decision is already made, rather than engage the
church to help them adopt the change?

O Most of the time

O  Sometimes

O Rarely or never

ADD ALL THREE - RESULTS GO HERE

Add all three questions points
together and put in box to the left.
Mark that number on scale below to
see results.

scale of progress

dying at risk healthy

1 2 3 45 6 7 8|19 10 11 12
v v
It's one thing to read it in a book, but how do leaders actually get
their people to adapt to a new way of doing something? There
are proven natural steps to help people adopt a better way and
then passionately pursue those goals. Changing a culture in a
church cannot be done with an autocratic or demanding leader.
Follow the proven process.
— See chapter 11 of The DNA of D6 for more insight
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Other Family Ministry Resources

52 Creative Family Time Experiences

B ity time | by Timothy Smith
i D) € ISBN: 9780892656783 * PRICE: $10.99
o, Fun is the key ingredient in the family time
ﬁ experience and allows for a natural process of
sharing faith to develop between parents and
e Kids. Timothy Smith gives the ideal tool to parents
making this possible using 20 minutes a week.

Connecting Church & Home

CONNECTING
church&home

by Dr. Tim Kimmel

“' ! H ISBN: 9780892656790  PRICE: $12.99

W “ A comprehensive strategy to churches for family
© ministry as well as a plan for parents seeking to
pass their faith to the next generation. Dr. Kimmel

pR. TIM KiIMMEL — shares valuable tools for the church to use to
build a strong family ministry.

LEGACY PATHY, The Legacy Path

by Brian Haynes
ISBN: 9780892656349 e PRICE: $11.99

Brian Haynes wants to take parents down

the path of intentional spiritual parenting. The
destination is a new generation of children
emerging as adults who know how to love God
and love people.




from Dé:

FAMILY
MINISTRY

20
DI

Wit Charmpin: and Taen Warld Eallide

BY EDWARD E. MODDY

| REASONS

SPIRITUAL
APATHY

IN
TEENS

Practical Family Ministry

by Timothy Paul Jones
& John David Trentham
ISBN: 9780892659876 ¢ PRICE: $15.99

Written by experienced ministry leaders, this
book serves as a comprehensive resource on
family ministry with ideas and activities

to incorporate into a family-equipping church.

Surviving Culture

by Edward E. Moody
ISBN: 9780892656875 o PRICE: $9.99

Dr. Moody shares powerful insight and practical
steps teens can use to be prepared to

face the corruption in society and yet have a
powerful influence for God on their world.

Five Reasons For Spiritual
Apathy In Teens

by Rob and Amy Rienow

ISBN: 9780892659883  PRICE: $9.99

When teens are struggling, disconnected, and
apathetic, they need parental engagement more
than ever. It is not the time to passively accept the
behavior as “normal” and ignore the situation.
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The DNA of Dé:

Building Blocks for
Generational Discipleship

of cenerational oiscipleship

RON HUNTER JR.

ISBN: 9780892656554  PRICE: $14.99
(case quantity discounts for staff development)

The DNA of D6 Generational Discipleship Assessment
is based upon the content found in each chapter of The
DNA of D6: Building Blocks of Generational Discipleship.
By exploring this resource with your staff and leading
volunteers, you will find multiple ways to increase the health
of your church plus adopt a proven strategy for growth and
generational discipleship.

For electronic or PDF copies of this assessment

go to D6Family.com/DNA






