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Palm Sunday
J O H N  1 2 : 1 2 - 1 5

The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 

And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 
“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, 

sitting on a donkey’s colt!” (ESV)

The triumphant entry on what we call Palm Sunday fulfilled significant prophecies of Scripture. 
The people of Jerusalem recognized Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah—the Sent One—who was the 
fulfillment of all of God’s promises to His people. Jesus was acknowledged as the Savior as indicated 
by their exclamations of Hosanna, which was both an appeal and a confession that God saves. 

He was also identified as the King. But He was not coming as a conquering king riding on a 
warhorse. Rather, He was arriving in a peaceful manner on a young donkey, just as Zechariah had 
foretold, 500 years before the birth of Christ (Zechariah 9:9).

God’s plan of redemption unrolled across the centuries as He planned. All of history points to Jesus. 

• • •

ACTIVITY: 

What would it have been like to see Jesus ride into Jerusalem on a donkey with people shouting praises 
to Him? 

How can we praise Him today?

Plan your own parade to celebrate the coming of Jesus into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 

Make some simple instruments and play them in praise while marching through the house! There 
are tons of ideas on the web: coffee cans could become drums, rice in water bottles could become 
maracas, a paper towel roll can become a horn, two matching pot lids can 
become cymbals, etc. Crank up some lively praise music to play as you 
march! 




